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Our teacher training week in January was extremely successful!  Thank you 

parents for allowing our staff the time to collaborate on Common Core! Teacher 

teams worked collaboratively to design thematic units of study using the new 

Common Core/Next Generation Science Standards.  The assessment projects 

developed are impressive! This work is the first step on an exciting road ahead 

of us.  Our teachers are motivated to continue their collaborative work 

creating innovative units. 

We have been hard at work updating the school’s Strategic Plan.  Over the past 

5 months, we’ve conducted community surveys, held Strategic Planning 

Meetings, spoke with teachers and staff, and have pulled all of this information 

to articulate the school’s focuses moving forward.  Our team is jazzed to 

continue this forward momentum, which will ensure that Westlake Charter’s K-

8 program remains a pillar in our community. In addition over the past month, 

two teams traveled to visit another successful charter school (High Tech High 

Charter) to explore their successful Project Based Learning Program.  Our 

teams felt that the experience was invigorating!  A Project Based approach to 

learning compliments Common Core standards and prepares students for college 

and careers.  It guides students to think critically and creatively.  We are using 

a project based approach to further develop our middle school program. We 

look forward to supporting additional training opportunities and developing 

Project Based Learning at WCS.  Although there are a multitude of initiatives 

we’re working on right now (Common Core, Project Based Learning, defining 

Global Awareness in our program, Smarter Balanced Testing, enhancing our 

Special Education program, infusing tech into our program, Long-term Facilities, 

Renewing our Elementary Charter, just to name a few) we are excited about the 

direction! Thank you for your continued support! 

Thank you to the community members and families who attended NUSD’s 

Facility Master Plan Meeting in February. The collaboration and input was very 

 

(Continued on page 2) 

WCS Board Meeting—ELECTION NIGHT! 

Mar 13th @ 6:30 pm Del Paso 

Candidate Statements:  

http://westlakecharter.com/wcs-board-elections/ 

WAVE Board 

Mtng: 

Mar 10th @ 6:30 

Del Paso 

mailto:admin@westlakecharter.com
http://westlakecharter.com/wcs-board-elections/
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EXPLORER PRIDE 
SCHOOL NEWS 

valuable as we work with the district to articulate the future facility needs for Westlake Charter School.  We are 

currently working on initial architectural drawings and look forward to sharing these with our community in the 

coming weeks.  We are also excited to participate in a Park Kickoff on April 5th in conjunction with Angelique 

Ashby’s office.  Valley Oak Park will be adjacent to our future permanent site on the corner of Maybry and 

Maybrook Drives.  They will begin construction of this park this spring (see pg 3).  Mark your calendars to attend!  

There are several community events scheduled in the coming months.  Join the Westlake Charter Family and 

connect with fellow parents.   

March 12th -WAVE Hospitality Coffee Social (Kindergarten and First Grades 7:45 AM Del Paso Campus) 

March 13th -WAVE Hospitality Coffee Social (5th-8th Grades 7:00 AM Pebblewood Campus) 

March 14th -WAVE Hospitality Coffee Social (2nd-4th Grades 7:45 AM Del Paso Campus) 

March 14th – Night Under the Stars (7:30 PM Del Paso Campus) 

March 8th –Art Exhibit Gala (Maestro Coffee House 5:00 PM) 

March 24th- Soups and Stories Night (Del Paso Campus) 

We are proud to announce Jenifer Wilhelm as the permanent principal of our Pebblewood Campus and Christina 

Eick as the Assistant Principal of Curriculum and Assessment.  Jenifer has been with our school since 2011 and has 

served as the Interim Principal since December.  Her unwavering passion for student success is evident in 

everything that she does.  She has high expectations for herself, her students and her staff, and she has created 

such a positive culture in our 5th-8th grade program in her short tenure. Christina is a founding teacher at Westlake 

Charter School and has been with the school since its inception back in 2005.  She is a big part of the school’s 

success today!  Christina has led the school’s curriculum committee, spearheaded the redesign of our writing 

assessments to align with common core, and worked to research and select NWEA as our assessment program back 

in 2007.  Christina will transition into full responsibilities of the Assistant Principal in the coming months.  Both 

Jenifer and Christina have a strong vision for our program moving forward and we know they will lead our school in 

great ways! 

 There are many exciting things happening at Westlake Charter School.  Thank you for supporting our school and 

continuing the Explorer legacy!  

 

Best Regards, 

 

 

Kate Burwinkel 

Executive Director 

Kate’s Corner 

(Continued from page 1) 
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The Cat and the Hat visited the Del Paso Campus on 

Friday, February 28th in celebration of Dr. Seuss' 

birthday!  Thanks to the Vitaich family and Mrs. Battin 

for being good sports!  

HAPPY B-DAY DR SEUSS 
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EXPLORER PRIDE 
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Community:  a feeling of fellowship with others, as a 
result of sharing common attitudes, interests, and goals. 
 

Over the summer I had the opportunity to meet with 

several families to hear their Westlake story.  The word 

that continually came up through those meetings was 

community. So many families choose Westlake because of 

the amazing community of families and staff that the 

school offers.  Throughout those conversations many 

expressed that even as the school continues to grow they 

hope to maintain and build the Westlake community.  One 

way to build community is to share our story of how we 

came to find a home at Westlake Charter School.  By 

sharing our stories we are able to find the similarities in 

what brought us to this amazing school.  For this months 

newsletter I would love for you to email me your Westlake 

story.  This can just be a brief description of what it was 

that caused you to sweat through lottery night fingers 

crossed hoping that your student would be pulled for a 

spot.  As an added incentive the classes of the first 5 

families to respond will receive $40.00 in their TEA 

account. 

 

Feel free to share whatever it is about Westlake that you 

feel is special and  makes it a good fit for your student 

and your family!  I look forward to reading your Westlake 

stories.  

 

Email stories to:  ebattin@westlake.com 

COMMUNITY 

Dear Westlake Charter Parents, 

Don’t forget to sign up for your child’s conferences by 

contacting the office (DP- 916-567-5760 or PW- 916-928-

3987) or via  
https://www.canyoncreeksoftware.com/scheduler/ca/

westlakecharter/index.cfm  

Conference week means early out days for our students:   

Kindergarten students (Del Paso Campus) will release at 

12:45 PM on March 19th, 20th, 21st   

1st/2nd Grade students (Del Paso Campus) will release at 

12:55 PM on March 19th, 20th, 21st   

3rd Grade students (Del Paso Campus) will release at 

1:05 PM on March 19th, 20th, 21st   

4th Grade students (Del Paso Campus) will release at 

1:05 PM on March 17th-21st 

ALL WEEK 

5th-7th Grade students 

(Pebblewood Campus) will 

release at 12:30 PM on 

March 17th-21st ALL WEEK 

Did someone say 100th Day 

of School?  Our Elementary 

School Principal, Emily 

Battin, was a good sport in 

joining in the fun! 

mailto:ebattin@westlake.com
https://www.canyoncreeksoftware.com/scheduler/ca/westlakecharter/index.cfm
https://www.canyoncreeksoftware.com/scheduler/ca/westlakecharter/index.cfm
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Hello Westlake Families, 

 We are wrapping up our second trimester in the next few weeks.  Students are 

finishing up with Winter NWEA testing and end of the trimester assessments.  I am 

continually impressed by our students’ achievements this year.  Way to go WCMS 

students! 

 Each morning we start our day with morning announcements led by our 8th grade 

students. During this time we talk about exciting events coming up at WCMS.  In 

addition, we do a “Student Spotlight”. During the “Student Spotlight” we celebrate our 

students. One student per day is chosen to be spotlighted, we talk about his/her 

favorite subject, hobby, and what college they want to attend.  Staying with the focus 

on college, each Friday we interview a staff member at WCMS about their college 

experience as part of our morning announcements!  

 This month all of our middle school students participated in the Science Fair. 

Students spent weeks planning, designing and implementing their projects.  On February 

13th our scientists shared their projects at a showcase event for the community! The 

cafeteria was overflowing with people visiting our students as they shared about their 

projects. I was impressed by the high quality work that was shared.  I think I can see 

some scientists in our future! 

 Speaking of projects, our middle school continues on its journey into Project 

Based learning.  Project based Learning is an instructional approach built upon authentic 

learning activities that engage student interest and motivation. These activities are 

designed to answer a question or solve a problem and generally reflect the types of 

learning and work people do in the everyday world outside the classroom. This type of 

approach to learning is engaging and exciting for our students. Our 8th grade science 

students just wrapped up a unit on creating marble roller coasters as they studied the 

science standards focused on speed and motion.  Our 6th grade math students just 

finished a unit called “Basketball IQ” where they were focused on ratios and 

proportions. While using the project based learning approach students are working in 

collaborative teams, communicating, using critical thinking, and demonstrating 

creativity! 

 There are many things to look forward to at WCMS.  We look forward to seeing 

parents at parent teacher conferences the week of March 17-21st. Don’t forget to sign 

up for your conference time using the Canyon Creek portal beginning Monday, March 3rd.  

Mark your calendars for our middle school drama spring production of “Law and Order 

Fairytale Unit” on April 3rd at 5:30pm.  Come out and support our students! We look 

forward to many more exciting things to come in the next month.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Jenifer Wilhelm 

5th-8th Grade Principal 
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WCMS 

Our Pebblewood Teachers don’t mess around when it comes to School Spirit!  Check out 

the photo of Twin Day in February! 

WE’VE GOT SPIRIT!  

Our Middle School Science Fair on February 

13th was a huge success!  A lot of hard work 

went into each project and the students 

were so professional in their presentations.  

What a great night of celebrating academics!  

SCIENCE FAIR 
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Calling for Nominees 

BOARD ELECTIONS 

Open for business Saturday, 

June 28th through Friday, 

July 4th, 2014 at our new 

location by Rite Aid/Safeway, 

2851 Del Paso Road.  We 

need an Accounting Captain 

and a Marketing/Advertising 

Captain for this year’s 

committee to help us blast past last year’s success of 

$8,500.   

 

Please contact Frank Gustafson at 

wcsfireworks@westlakecharter.com if you can help 

with this fundraiser; fun ideas starting soon! 

WAVE  Board elections will be held at the April Wave 

Meeting and nominations are being accepted for all 

WAVE Board positions up until the day before the 

April Wave meeting.  Self nominations can be emailed 

to Maria C. Solis, waveteamlead@gmail.com. 

$53,000 raised! 

OLYMPICS 

A special thank you to all the parents that donated to 

the Olympics and thank them for helping us raise over 

$53k. 

INTERNATIONAL FESTIVAL 

2nd Annual Fireworks Booth 

FIREWORKS 

Have you heard the news??  

 

The IFC is busy planning Westlake Charter School's 9th Annual International Festival! Mark your calendars 

for Saturday, April 5th, from 3-7 P.M.  (NEW DATE & TIME) because you won't want 

to miss all that we have in store for you! There will be a Dessert Walk, student performances, authentic 

dance, an Olympic Triathlon flag auction, American Alley with hot dogs, popsicles and more...and , as 

always, SPECTACULAR  Cultural Booths put on by our very own WCS parents! If you'd like to host a Cultural 

Booth, please contact Hafizur Chowdhury at hafizur800@gmail.com, or sign up HERE. Want to show off your 

baking skills? Donate desserts for our Dessert Walk by signing up HERE . Interested in helping out with any 

of the other needed items ? Contact Ashley Cajigas at wcs.ifc.chair@gmail.com . 

 

Please stay tuned for more information and ways you can help make this the best International Festival yet! 

mailto:wcsfireworks@westlakecharter.com
mailto:waveteamlead@gmail.com
mailto:wcs.ifc.chair@gmail.com


 

 

For questions, comments, or to submit information to be included in the newsletter, please email newsatwcs@gmail.com.  Please 

note that all information must be submitted by Friday at least one week prior to publishing.  Content is subject to the approval 

of the principal prior to publication.   

Westlake Charter School 

School Administration 

WCS Office: (916) 567-5760 

WCMS Office: (916) 928-3987  

admin@westlakecharter.com 

        
Executive Director   Kate Burwinkel    kburwinkel@westlakecharter.com 

Principal (Del Paso)   Emily Battin   ebattin@westlakecharter.com    

Principal (Pebblewood)   Jenifer Wilhelm  jwilhelm@westlakecharter.com  

BASE     Jennifer Gardner  jgardner@westlakecharter.com    

Library/Media Spec.    Barbara Ros    bros@westlakecharter.com    

Operations Manager   Aimee Wells    awells@westlakecharter.com  

Office Specialist (Del Paso)  Toni Alexander   talexander@westlakecharter.com    

Office Specialist (Pebblewood)  Stacey Ramirez   sramirez@westlakecharter.com 

Preschool    Ann Panzica     apanzica@westlakecharter.com  

 

Board Leaders 

WCS Board     Hope Gawlick   hgawlick@westlakecharter.com   

WAVE     Maria Solis   waveteamlead@gmail.com    
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Contact information 

Del Paso Campus 
 

8:20 AM School Begins 
2:35 PM Kinder Dismissal (12:45 PM Wed only) 

3:10 PM 1st—2nd Dismissal (12:55 PM Wed only) 

3:20 PM 3rd—4th Dismissal (1:05 PM Wed only) 

Pebblewood Campus 
 

7:45 AM School Begins 
2:45 PM Dismissal (12:30 PM Wed only) 

BELL SCHEDULE 

Events 
March 14— Night Under the Stars 

        Favorite Color Day (Spirit Day) 

March 17-21— Parent Teacher Conferences 

March 21— Soup and Stories Night 

April 5— International Festival   

     Valley Oak Park Ground Breaking 

 

  Coming Soon 

  May—Talent Show 

  July—Fireworks Booth 

  

REMINDERS 

mailto:newsatwcs@gmail.com
mailto:admin@westlakecharter.com
mailto:kburwinkel@westlakecharter.com
mailto:ebattin@westlakecharter.com
mailto:jwilhelm@westlakecharter.com
mailto:jgardner@westlakecharter.com
mailto:dwilson@westlakecharter.com
mailto:bros@westlakecharter.com
mailto:awells@westlakecharter.com
mailto:talexander@westlakecharter.com
mailto:sramirez@westlakecharter.com
mailto:apanzica@westlakecharter.com
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